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The U.S. Army announced last 
week it is shuttering the 93-year-
old Reserve Officer Training 
Corps program at NDSU, which 
also serves Concordia and MSUM 
students.
With 72 enrolled cadets, including 
eight from MSUM, the “Bison 
Battalion” is one of the 13 programs 
out of 273 nationwide that will 
be closing in spring 2015. About 
half of the cadets will graduate by 
then, but the other half will need to 
chose whether to leave the program, 
which prepares college students 
to be Army officers, or transfer 
to another school. The nearest 
options are at the University of 
North Dakota, St. Johns University, 
the University of Minnesota-
Twin Cities and Minnesota State 
University, Mankato.
“This action is not a reflection of 
either the quality of your program 
or the outstanding cadets you have 
produced,” Thomas R. Lamont, 
assistant secretary of the Army for 
manpower and reserve affairs wrote 
in a letter to NDSU president Dean 
Bresciani. 
Lt. Col. Ted Preister moved to 
town two months ago for what 
he expected to be a three-year 
assignment leading the Bison 
Battalion. He now has a new mission 
– winding down the program.
“We are going to downsize the 
Army, so like every other element 
of the government, the Army is 
looking to economize,” Preister 
said. “It’s not going to be popular 
whatever schools are targeted.”
The North Dakota National Guard 
is going to fight the decision, said 
NDSU military science professor 
Ryan Schulz, a program graduate 
and one of five ROTC employees 
who will need to find new jobs 
or retire if the program closes. He 
called the closure “mindboggling.”
“We push out strong officers,” 
Schulz said.
MSUM president Edna Szymanki 
was visibly upset Friday after 
learning about the pending closure.
“We’re not going without a 
fight,” she said. “The reason this 
is so important for many students 
is military service is one of the few 
ways some are able to access higher 
education.” 
“Some of the best cadets 
over there have been ours,” said 
Szymanksi, singling out MSUM 
and Bison Battalion alumnus Corey 
Arnold, who last year was ranked 
18th out of more than 5,600 cadets 
on the national Order of Merit List.
But Preister said he spoke with 
the general in charge of the U.S. 
Army Cadet Command and “he 
doesn’t believe there’s any way to 
change this decision, so fighting 
would be pointless.” 
BY SAMANTHA STARK
starksa@mnstate.edu
If all the plans fall into place with 
the Comstock Memorial Union 
reconstruction project process, 
based on the tentative schedule, the 
project should finish in early spring 
2017.  April 24, 1967, was the 
grand opening of the original CMU 
building. MSUM is predicting to 
have the newborn CMU grand 
opening celebration on that exact 
date 50 years from the original 
grand opening.
Currently, the project is only in the 
pre-design process. The pre-design 
method includes determination of 
the cost, scope of the project, rough 
layout of the blueprint and a time 
schedule.
The pre-design calls for 
extra daylight, a coffee house, a 
welcoming entry, more social 
space, a student involvement 
neighborhood, fireplaces and other 
possible additions. 
“What I think is exciting in the 
pre-design process is the fireplace 
lounge and the sun garden. The 
plan with the addition is to invite 
light into the building,” said Layne 
Anderson, interim director of the 
CMU. “Because one thing that I 
think is challenging in a northern 
climate is that we have 3-to-4 feet 
of snow for, what feels like, nine 
months out of the year.”
Anderson said the pre-design 
calls for a large section that brings 
daylight into the building and 
adds warmth with the fireplaces. 
Designing a space that is warm and 
inviting creates opportunities for 
human interaction and completely 
transforms the facility. 
In the pre-design, the space 
labeled “student organizations” 
is designed to develop a student 
involvement neighborhood. It’s 
the idea of creating space where, 
many of MSUM’s different student 
groups that have space in the 
building, would be co-located in a 
Science Lab becomes Langseth Hall Dec. 19
Army to close local ROTC MSUM eyes 
CMU remodel
CMU, BACK PAGEROTC, BACK PAGE
BY BRYCE HAUGEN
haugenbr@mnstate.edu
Touring campuses after becoming 
chairman of the committee that 
approves borrowing for state 
construction projects, Sen. Keith 
Langseth noticed laboratory 
facilities throughout the state were 
in disrepair.
“I wouldn’t think (the 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration) would allow 
places like these to exist,” said the 
Glyndon DFLer, who represented 
the Moorhead-area district in the 
state legislature for 32 years. “They 
stunk. They were way too crowded 
– terrible ventilation.”
So along with flood control, 
Langseth made replacing the aged 
labs his top priority. On Dec. 19, 
one of those projects, MSUM’s 
$21 million Science Laboratory 
building, will be renamed Langseth 
Hall. That same day at fall 
commencement, with the MnSCU 
chancellor present, the 75-year-old 
retired legislator will receive an 
honorary doctor of law degree.
“My grandma said ‘you should 
be a lawyer because you argue 
even after knowing you’re wrong,’” 
Langseth said with a grin. “I’ll fulfill 
my grandmother’s wish.”
The Science Laboratory building, 
which opened in 2004, is only one of 
the $1.3 billion worth of college and 
university projects Langseth helped 
shepherd through the legislature 
during his tenure. Since he became 
bonding committee chairman in 
2001, MSUM has also remodeled 
Lommen, MacLean, Hagen, 
Livingston Lord and completed 
numerous smaller projects. Earlier 
in his career, he worked to secure 
funding for the Center for Business.
“Something in the system needed 
to be named after Keith Langseth,” 
MSUM president Edna Szymanski 
said. “For a guy with no degree to 
understand and believe so much in 
the importance of higher education 
to the state’s economy, I find it 
amazing.
“I just adore that man.”
Langseth was “one of the most 
impactful legislators in the state of 
the past 50 years,” said Minnesota 
Office of Higher Education 
commissioner Larry Pogemiller, 
who added that, as Senate majority 
leader in the late 2000s, he “totally 
deferred to (Langseth’s) judgment 
on the bonding bill. He treated 
people fairly with the best long-term 
interests of education in mind.”
Former MSUM vice president 
for administrative affairs David 
Crockett echoed those sentiments. 
“He’s the best friend higher 
education has had in Minnesota for 
years,” said Crockett, who oversaw 
university construction projects and 
worked closely with Langseth.
At his farmstead south of Glyndon 
last week, Langseth took a break 
from pitching cow manure (once 
a dairy farmer, he now tends to 50 
Angus cattle “for something to do, 
more than anything”) to reflect upon 
his long career in public service. 
Without legislative obligations, 
he and his wife Lorraine spent three 
months in Arizona last winter and 
the two are now able to visit their 
LANGSETH, PAGE 11
On Dec. 19, the Science Laboratory Building will be renamed Langseth Hall. Former Sen. Keith Langseth (inset) 
served in the Minnesota Senate for 32 years and as chairman of the powerful bonding committee for a decade. 
BEN GUMERINGER • gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
DRAGON VOLLEYBALL 
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The Advocate is published weekly during 
the academic year, except during final 
examination and vacation periods. 
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college administration, 
faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor. 
They should be typed and must include the 
writer’s name, signature, address, phone 
number, year in school or occupation and any 
affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Friday 
and can be sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped 
off at The Advocate office in CMU Room 110 
or emailed to us at advocate@mnstate.edu. 
The Advocate reserves the right to edit letters 
and refuse publication of letters omitting 
requested information. It does not guarantee 
the publication of any letter. 
“(In reference to Seth Rogan following Ellen 
on Twitter) Besties, we’re probably dating!”
The Advocate is prepared for publication 
by Minnesota State University Moorhead 
students and is printed by Davon Press, West 
Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2013, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented 
writers, photographers, columnists and 
illustrators. Meetings are held at noon every 
Friday in The Advocate office, CMU 110. 
Contact the editor for more information or 
come to the staff meetings. 
Kristi Monson, adviser
Meredith Wathne, editor
Bryce Haugen, managing editor
Ben Gumeringer, photo editor
Samantha Stark, features editor
Jessica Jasperson, opinion editor
Ellen Rossow, A&E editor
Breann Lenzmeier, sports editor
Kayla Van Eps, online editor
Alison Smith, copy editor
Marie Veillette, copy editor
Alecia Hupperts, ad manager
Dang Pham, business manager
Andrew Thomason, distribution manager




Security Update  
Director of Public Safety 
Greg LemkeMSUM BriefsWorld News
Syria chemical weapons 
removal begins 
A team of international weapons 
experts began destroying Syria’s 
chemical arsenal on Sunday, the 
first step in the United Nations 
resolution after August’s deadly 
nerve gas attack killed an 
estimated 1,400. Syria is believed 
to have more than 1,000 tons of 
sarin gas, the agent likely used in 
the Aug. 21 attack, as well as the 
blister agent sulphur mustard and 
other banned chemicals. Under 
the terms of the agreement that 
the U.S. and Russia negotiated, 
all chemical weapons in Syria 
will have to be destroyed by the 
middle of 2014. This is the first 
time the Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
(OPCW) has been asked to 
destroy chemical weapons during 
a conflict.
Clinton accepts award at Yale
Hillary Clinton on Sunday 
accepted the Award for Merit 
from her alma mater, Yale Law 
School, and spoke fondly of her 
days there but gave no indication 
of her future plans. “It’s really 
hard to believe it’s been 40 years,” 
Clinton said. “I was driving a 
beat-up old car. I had a mattress 
tied to the roof. I was wearing 
my bell bottoms.” Although she 
talked about the past, nearly 
everyone else there seemed 
focused on her future: students 
wore Ready for Hillary stickers 
and Yale Law School dean Robert 
Post asked her if she would want 
to “add one more elusive line to 
her resume?” 
‘Gravity’ rakes in $55.55M at 
box office
Score one for anxiety-inducing 
forces of nature. “Gravity,” 
Alfonso Cuarón’s latest thriller 
starring George Clooney and 
Sandra Bullock, swept the 
weekend box office, taking in 
$55.55 million on its opening 
weekend in North America 
alone. The attractive-astronaut 
thriller also took another $27.4 
million overseas. The movie 
kicked “Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatballs 2” into second place, 
scoring the biggest-ever October 
opening to boot. Rounding out 
the top five are “Runner Runner,” 
“Prisoners” and “Rush.”
Libyan government calls for 
answers 
As Washington celebrates the 
capture of one of the U.S.’s “most-
wanted terrorists,” al Qaeda leader 
Abu Amnas el-Liby, Libyan leaders 
are demanding answers. Being 
released Sunday, the declaration 
suggests the Libyan government 
had no role in the mission, a fact 
that directly contradicts with 
statements made by U.S. officials 
earlier. The arrest of Abu Anas, an 
al Qaeda leader linked to the 1998 
bombings of American embassies 
in Kenya and Tanzania, ended a 15-
year manhunt.
World news from dailybeast.com
Briefs
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Daily “Coming Out 
Week,” Campus-wide
7 p.m. Anders Nilsen, 
CA 150 Fox Recital 
Hall
9 a.m. “Essentials of 
Non-Profit,” CMU 
101
7:30 p.m. Choir 
Concert, Good 
Shepherd church 
12 p.m. Soccer vs. 
UMN-Crookston
1 p.m. High school 
music festival, Gaede 
Stage  
2 p.m. Football vs. U 
of M Duluth
5 p.m. Volleyball vs. 
Bemidji State 
Marijuana odor in Nelson, 
two referred to Campus 
Judicial
Suspicious activity at 
Nemzek track, unable to 
locate individuals
Marijuana odor in South 
Snarr, two referred to Campus 
Judicial
10.1
Fire alarm at John Neumaier, 
false-burnt food, Moorhead 
Fire Department responded
Marijuana odor between 
Wellness Center and Ballard, 
unable to locate source
10.2
Theft from vehicle on west 
side of Center for the Arts
10.3
Suspicious person seen on 
roof of walkway connecting 
South and West Snarr — 
unable to locate/identify
Marijuana odor in South 
Snarr, one referred to Campus 
Judicial
Suspicious person in 
Nemzek, Moorhead Police 
Department and FM 
Ambulance responded — 
one male trespassed and 
transported off-campus
 





To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218.477.2449
Safety Tip of the week
Duda is part of international 
juried exhibition
Meghan Duda, photographer 
and assistant professor in Cinema 
Arts & Digital Technologies at 
MSUM, is part of an international 
juried exhibition titled “VISTA” 
that opened Sept. 27 at Manifest 
Gallery in Cincinnati. The pieces 
chosen for the exhibition range in 
media but have the common theme 
of landscape. 
Duda’s piece, a laser cut archival 
inkjet photograph, addresses the 
modern residential landscape and its 
impact on our natural vistas.
A blind jury process reviewed 
1,020 works by 409 artists from 43 
states and 18 different countries. The 
resulting selection contains 22 works 
by 20 artists from Alabama, Florida, 
Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan, New 
York, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia and England.
The exhibition runs through Oct. 
25.
‘90s Flashback Grocery Bag Bingo
Tighten those fanny packs, dust off 
that Beanie Baby collection and grab 
a scrunchie. Dragon Entertainment 
Group is hosting a ‘90s Flashback 
Grocery Bag Bingo tonight at 8 p.m. 
in the CMU Ballroom. Students are 
encouraged to go and enjoy great 
food and fun mini games as they test 
their luck to win bags of groceries. 
Volunteer opportunity at Ellen 
Hopkis Elementary
Students looking for a volunteer 
opportunity are encouraged 
to consider the Ellen Hopkins 
Elementary School Family Fun 
Night/Fall Festival on Friday. 
Students are encouraged to log 
their hours on the volunteer page 
to help achieve the goal of 125,000 
volunteer hours. 
Final information session for 
Eurospring tomorrow
The last info/financial aid meeting 
for Eurospring will be held at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday in MA 165. If you can’t 
attend and need further information, 
contact Janet at haak@mnstate.edu.
Application deadline is Nov. 1.
Registration begins soon
Registration for the Spring 2014 
semester is scheduled from Oct. 
28 through Nov. 12. Registration 
proceeds according to the number 
of semester hours individual 
students have completed. Students 
with more earned semester hours 
are allowed to register earlier than 
students with less semester hours.
Graduate students and students 
with previously earned bachelor 
degrees are eligible to register 
beginning at 8 a.m. on Oct. 28.
Currently enrolled or readmitted 
undergraduate students register 
in windows based on the number 
of semester hours of credit earned 
prior to the Fall 2013 semester. 
Please check e-services for the 
specific time you are eligible to 
register.
Students are required to meet 
“Storytime” premiered at the 
South Dakota Film Festival this year. 
“A Better Life” premiered at the 
Fargo Film Festival in March, and 
won best in show and best screenplay 
at MSUM’s spring semester Juried 
Film Exhibition.
Target offers internships
The Target Corporation will be on 
campus today from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in 
CMU 101.
Students are encouraged to attend 
to learn about opportunities for 
professional store leadership, as well 
as internships.      
9.27 
Public Safety building- 
sexual assault reported off-
campus, Moorhead Police  
Department responded.
9.28
Alcohol violation in M-5 
Lot, five cited by Moorhead 
Police Department for minor  
consuming, total of six 
referred to Campus Judicial
Suspicious persons in 
Nemzek Fieldhouse, left 
upon Public Safety’s arrival
Property damage in 
King Biology, referred to 
Maintenance
9.29
Vehicle fire in G-7 Lot, 
Moorhead Fire Department 
responded and extinguished 
the fire
Theft of cell phone in 
Nelson 
Requested welfare check 
in Nelson, no contact made 
Suspicious odor in South 
Snarr, unable to detect
9.30
Motor vehicle crash in 
M-1 Lot, Moorhead Police 
Department responded
with their academic adviser to 
obtain an access code prior to 
registration. 
Holt to screen short films in Twin 
Cities film festivals 
MSUM alumnus Conor Holt 
will screen two short films at Twin 
Cities-based film festivals this 
October: “Storytime” was screened 
at the Minneapolis Underground 
Film Festival last Saturday and 
“A Better Life” will be screened at 
the Twin Cities Film Fest on Oct. 
20 at 5 p.m. Both films are part of 
Minnesota-made shorts programs.
Do You Know Your Smoke Detector?
Change your smoke detector batteries twice a year. 
Almost two-thirds (62 percent) of reported home fire deaths 
resulted from fires in homes with no smoke alarms or smoke 
alarms that did not work.
125th Anniversary Token Hunt
Starting this month, MSUM will be sponsoring a monthly 
token hunt around campus. One token will be placed in a location 
around school grounds each month. We’ll reveal a clue each 
week until the token is found. Find the golden token and redeem 
it at the bookstore for a $50 gift card. The second clue can be 
found below:
The token is still hidden, but don't give up because the 
harder you look the warmer you'll become.
A & E
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Tyler Wolf, a graphic communications junior, works two part-time jobs and still finds 
time for music. His band, High Hopes, will play its first show tonight during MSUM’s 
Battle of the Bands at 8 p.m. in Hansen Theatre.
High Hopes will compete against four other artists for a record deal with Undeclared 
Records, the label run by MSUM students in the Music & Entertainment Industry Student 
Association. 
Four of the five musicians in Wolf’s band are MSUM students. He says their sound 
includes the energetic songs, positive lyrics and dedication to having fun, distinguished by 
the pop punk genre.
Wolf said his passion for playing music began in the eighth grade when he and a friend 
started playing guitars together. 
Wolf played drums in his first band, a metalcore group called Deny the Truth. After 
a few years he joined another metalcore band, If I Ran The Zoo, from Bismarck and 
Fargo-Moorhead. High Hopes formed this summer.  Wolf’s mother, Nicci Wolf, is a strong 
supporter. 
“I love that 
my son is in a 
band,” she said. 
“It has also 
offered Tyler
a healthy and 
positive outlet 
to encourage his 
creativeness.”
M a n a g i n g 
school, work, 
social life and the band can be  hectic for the members.
“It’s important that you maintain enough time for both, because if you focus on either 
school or the band too much, you can fall behind on the others,” Wolf said.
Wolf is proud of the feedback High Hopes has received. The first song the band released, 
“Wake Up,” pushed the group’s Facebook page to over 1,000 likes in about 24 hours. High 
Hopes’ first EP will be released later this fall.
New band High Hopes, was formed in the summer of 2013.
Bands to battle tonight for free record deal
Pop punk band sets hopes high
Jordan Brien, a graphic communications senior, grew up idealizing Michael Jordan. 
As an aspiring hip-hop artist, he said his stage name came from flipping his middle 
name, Michael, with his first name, Jordan. 
“Mic Jordan came from a friend of mine who got me started doing shows with him,” 
Brien said. “I was Jordy Mic and he called me Mic Jordan on stage. Then, the more I 
thought of it, I really liked it.”
For Brien, music has always been second nature.
“I guess it was something I always wanted to do,” he said. “Music has always been 
an escape for me; I was always one who listened to words rather than the beat. I would 
practice the words and the movement of those who performed on stage.”
As a Native American, Brien said he hopes to give the audience something they 
wouldn’t expect when he takes the stage tonight. 
“People look at me and would never think in a million years that I look like a 
traditional rapper,” he said. “I love that look of people when I first get on stage.”
Brien’s favorite part about performing is going on stage and conquering the fear of 
messing up, missing notes or dropping a chorus. 
“When I see people having a good time, then I know I did my job,” Brien said. 
Music isn’t just Brien’s escape. He sees it as his life and his medication. He is now 
writing a song about how music saved him from depression and motivates him to get up 
in the morning and be the best artist he can be. 
Brien has performed at The Aquarium and The Pickled Parrot Bar in Fargo, the Alerus 
Center in Grand Forks and the Sky Dancer Casino & Hotel in Belcourt, N.D.  He loves 
the positive feedback from his fans.
After he performed at MSUM’s Take Back the Night event in September, a woman 
left a message on his Facebook fan page: “Thank you for including my son in your last 
song. (He) has autism and doesn’t engage very much with people he is unfamiliar with. 
It was a tear-jerking experience for me to see him engaging with you. It probably didn’t 
seem like a big deal for you, but it was a huge step for him. I once heard that music 
has the ability to unite people. While I have always thought it was a sound idea, I truly 
believe it after today.”
Brien said the responses from children motivate him. One of his nephews knows the 
lyrics to some of his songs and another nephew composes rhymes, saying he wants to 
be Mic Jordan when he grows up. “This is the reason I do it,” he said. “It’s the change 
in people’s lives that one can create from words that are heartfelt and meaningful.
Bear North, No Flamingo and Trancings were also chosen to compete tonight in 
MSUM’s Music & Entertainment Industry Student Association’s fifth annual event.
Admission is free and the doors open at 7:30 p.m. 
Ahoy matey! A band of pirates are setting 
sail for Moorhead this November as the MSUM 
Theatre department prepares the next show of their 
season, “Swashbuckled! A Pirate Adventure!” 
Written and directed by theatre department 
chair, Craig Ellingson, this fall’s children’s show 
promises an imaginative story of adventure, with 
a relatable story of technological dependency. 
This will be the third children’s show Ellingson 
has written for the department, but he is not the 
first faculty member to write a show for the 
program.
“The children’s show historically has been a 
opportunity for faculty members to be authors 
and playwrights if they so choose,” Ellingson 
said. “David Wheeler, who is the senior faculty 
member, has written, I would say, close to a 
dozen plays for the children’s theatre.”
Ellingson’s production is not only his work 
however. During spring semester last year he 
worked with two students, Matthew Englund and 
Ryan Soukup, to come up with the piece. 
“We had a little one credit course, and we 
met once a week and hashed through ideas and 
plots scenieros etcetera,” Ellingson said.  “By 
the end of the academic year, in May, we had a 
read-through of a tentative script that we tweaked 
over the summer, and it is now ‘Swashbuckled! 
A Pirate Adventure.’” The two MSUM alumni 
are promised to be involved in the process of the 
show in some way. 
With production of “The Laramie Project” 
ending this past weekend, rehearsals for 
“Swashbuckled!” are not yet in full swing, but 
the show has already been cast, and the actors are 
excited to get started. 
“A lot of people auditioned,” theatre arts junior 
Wyatt Sander said. 
While a large amount of people auditioned, 
there are only 10 cast members in the show. 
“We double casted the show though,” Sander 
said. “Since it is a children’s show we are going 
to be doing it during school hours. So we casted 
a double show, so no one would have to miss that 
much school.” 
Sander is excited about his role as Blackheart 
the pirate king. 
“I get tossed off my ship at the beginning of 
the show,” Sander said with a laugh. “The two 
pirates, with the help of the kid, come to my 
rescue.” 
Both Ellingson and Sander agree that this show 
is a great opportunity for families with small 
children, but also MSUM students to see. 
“It has pirates in it,” Sander said. “It’s a kids 
show, but it’s not mindnumbing. When I read 
through it, I immediately loved it.” 
The public performance of the show will be on 
Nov. 23 and is a free-will donation. 
“Students are always welcome,” Ellingson said. 
“MSUM students get into all theatre productions 
for free.” 
Aspiring rapper strives to be like Mike
Director leads band 
of pirates as they 
commandeer theater
BY ELLEN ROSSOW 
rossowel@mnstate.edu
BY CASSIDY HELD &
 BROCK RISKEY
advocate@mnstate.edu
Courtesy of High Hopes Facebook page
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Michael Stamper has a unique job of 
giving people visions. When Stamper 
isn’t busy in his duties as assistant 
professor of graphic design at MSUM, he 
works on turning large sets of data into 
visual aids to help an individual better 
understand the information. 
S t a m p e r 
explained that 
this new field 
of graphic 
design and data 
v i s u a l i z a t i o n 
takes large sets 
of data and cleans 
and analyzes 
them in order 
to identify three 
things:
1. Trends and 
growth or decline over time.
2. Connections amongst networks 
of people, topics, institutions, social 
networks, etc.
3. Geographical information concerning 
location, specifically areas where these 
trends are taking place.
By making the information visual, the 
message is better received by the user. 
“(The goal) is to make it easy to use, 
help form insights and to spur further 
investigation by allowing the user to 
see something they may not have been 
aware of,” Stamper said. The process 
incorporates graphic design, cognitive 
psychology and cartography in order to 
“put a face to data that makes it useful, 
insightful and fun to interact with.”
Stamper has been in the field of data 
visualization since he left his job at 
Indianapolis’s largest advertising and 
public relations firm, Hirons & Company. 
Prior to taking his current position at 
MSUM, Stamper was the senior designer 
of data visualizations and graphics at the 
Cyberinfrastructure for Network Science 
Center (CNS), a part of the School of 
Informatics and Computing at Indiana 
University in Bloomington. He received 
his training from one of the world’s 
leading information scientists and data 
visualization experts, Dr. Katy Borner.
Stamper is part of a team at The Center 
for Knowledge Diffusion, Bloomington. 
The team is currently working on a 
project for NASA to “measure the impact 
of science conducted on the International 
Space Station,” Stamper said. A team of 
1,200 scientists conducted 
research projects in the 
microgravity environment 
on the International Space 
Station. Stamper and the 
team of designers take 
that information to create 
the data visualizations.
Because the field of 
data visualization is 
relatively new, “I’d love 
to start getting MSUM 
students involved in, 
perhaps, working on some 
of these visualization 
projects,” Stamper said. 
Eventually the print 
based work Stamper is 
currently doing will need 
to be rendered into 3-D, 
interactive objects, which he thinks would 
be a great project for students in the 
Cinema Arts and Digital Technologies’ 
(CADT) 3-D animation courses. “It’s 
fun to do something that involves art/
design and science.” He would also like 
to collaborate with colleagues in the other 
science departments as well.
For more information on the data 
visualizations and more examples of the 
work Stamper has done, visit cns.iu.edu/
visualizations.html.
MSUM professor uses scientific data to create visuals
Michael Stamper Submitted photo
BY ELLEN ROSSOW
rossowel@mnstate.edu
Transitions are difficult 
for anyone at any age. Many 
people have to make it through 
these transitions without help. 
Luckily for MSUM students, 
the transition into their 
freshman year is looking to be 
made easier by a new required 
course. 
Replacing Health 122: 
Alcohol and College Life, this 
new course, called Dragon 
Success is currently in its 
pilot stage, and a number of 
incoming freshman this year 
are enrolled. 
“It would be fair to say 
we’ve got feedback that 
Health 122 is probably not 
contributing to retention or 
giving you a chance to interact 
with faculty,” vice president 
for academic planning Denise 
Gorsline said.  
Gorsline and her fellow 
board members who took part 
in planning this course change 
agree that interaction with 
faculty is quite important for 
incoming freshman. 
“Not just freshman, but all 
students connect with some 
adult,” Gorsline said. “As 
you’re an upperclassmen, it 
is probably your adviser, but 
until you have a major or 
you get to know your adviser 
you won’t have that person. 
So, the idea of this is that it 
gives them that connection 
immediately.”
Not only will a connection 
be made between freshman 
and a faculty member, but 
teaching assistants, called 
Dragon Success leaders are 
also to be used in the Dragon 
Success classrooms.
“Research tells us, if 
you have a TA (Teaching 
Assistant) and you’re having 
some problem in class, you’re 
probably going to be much 
more comfortable saying, 
‘I don’t really get this,’” 
Gorsline said. 
Throughout the class, 
students are encouraged to 
speak out about any questions 
they have. Gorsline had the 
opportunity to substitute teach 
for one of the classes recently 
and found the questions 
the students asked to be 
enlightening. 
“One of the questions was 
‘should I get a job?’ and that is 
a really good question because 
in some ways, given student 
debt, you’d think everybody 
should get a job,” she said. 
“But I’m not sure for a first 
semester freshman.”
The course is more than just 
question and answer sessions 
with a faculty member, though. 
Like any other class, there is a 
list of learning outcomes. 
“An example would be 
‘we want you to learn how to 
maximize your strengths and 
minimize your weaknesses,’” 
Gorsline said.  “Another 
outcome is to help them be a 
part of our community.”
While the course will be 
replacing Health 122, the 
information found in that 
course will not be thrown out. 
“It will include some of the 
kind of information found 
in Health 122,” Gorsline 
said. “But in a way that 
is meaningful and breeds 
discussion, and isn’t just 
viewed as an online class.” 
Mariah Moltzan, a freshman 
who is currently taking a 
Dragon Success course, is 
thankful that she has this 
opportunity. 
“My friends really dislike 
the alcohol class,” she said. 
“So I am glad I am in this 
one.”
Gorsline understands 
students’ disliking of Health 
122. 
“It’s just not the right way 
to start out as a freshman,” 
she said.  “I’d probably say 
online classes in general are 
not the best way to start out 
as a freshman. You don’t have 
an instructor to go see.”
Gorsline firmly believes 
that the values that were 
taught in Health 122 were 
important for students to 
learn, even if the way they 
were learning them were not 
the best. 
“We appreciate the 
importance of decision 
making,” Gorsline said. 
“Certainly alcohol is part 
of that and making sure you 
know the consequences. 
I think some students are 
shocked at what happens if 
you get a minor. And we don’t 
want them to be shocked. We 
want them to know that before 
they act out that behavior. 
They still may, and I’m not 
saying we are going to solve 
all that, but at least students 
will consider the consequence 
of their behavior.”
Overall, the new Dragon 
Success course is being 
developed to help students 
with their transition into 
college life. While focusing on 
making a healthy connection 
with a faculty member as well 
as fellow classmate, Gorsline 
and her fellow board members 
want to help students be as 
successful as possible. 
“It’s a transition to go 
to college, no matter how 
mature, worldly or bright 
you are. This is just about the 
whole transition experience,” 
Gorsline said. “It sounds 
corny, but sometimes people 
just need to know that they 
are not alone.”
Dragon Success eases 
transition to college
Stamper’s graphic visualization is displayed on 24 55-inch flat 
screen monitors in preparation for the Smithsonian Folklife Festival.
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BY BRIAN ASHBURN
ashburnbr@mnstate.edu
Monie Chan knows all 
too well about the struggles 
of depression, having once 
attempted to take her own life.
As an exchange student from 
Hong Kong, Chan struggled 
to assimilate into small town 
Minnesota culture: Her host 
family didn’t have Internet, 
cable or cell service, she lived 30 
minutes outside of town and she 
was in a foreign country with a 
working knowledge of English.
“People with depression tie a 
knot, and they keep tying and 
tying until they can’t anymore,” 
Chan said. “At that point, the 
breaking point, they want to cut 
the rope.”
Turning to self-harming, Chan 
hit the lowest point in her life. 
She had one salvation in the 
form of a best friend, Michael 
(not actual name, changed for 
publication purposes). 
“At my darkest point, Michael 
was my rock,” Chan said. “He 
was the reason I survived. He 
was able to get me out of the 
darkness and see the good in 
life.”
His supportive and upbeat 
demeanor made it all the more 
shocking when he took his own 
life in August.
He’s not alone.
As suicide rates continuously 
rise in America, health officials 
have begun to re-examine 
both the status and treatment 
of mental diseases in order 
to simultaneously inform the 
public and support those who 
need it.
Suicide has surpassed motor 
vehicle crashes in total deaths, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
in their “Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report” in May. These 
findings are surprising to many, 
especially those who may not 
see mental health as a major 
issue.
“I’m shocked to hear that 
suicide kills more people than 
car crashes,” said 19-year-old 
MSUM sophomore Megan Fritz. 
“It seems like car accidents are 
so much more common.”
Moreover, recent deaths have 
brought the issue to the forefront 
of discussion. Renowned 
California pastor and founder 
of the Saddleback Church, Rick 
Warren, lost his son to suicide 
this spring after a 27-year battle 
with bipolar disorder. In his 
first sermon following his son’s 
death, Warren discussed the 
stigma that surrounds mental 
health and how detrimental it 
was to his son’s very public 
journey.
“If you struggle with a broken 
brain, you should be no more 
ashamed than someone with a 
broken arm,” said Warren. “It’s 
not a sin to take meds. It’s not a 
sin to get help. You don’t need to 
be ashamed.”
Since it is not a tangible or 
physical illness, health officials 
say people write it off, often 
underestimating the intensity of 
the situation.
“People don’t understand 
mental issues, so they get 
freaked out when people say 
they have them,” said Carol 
Grimm, director of health and 
wellness at Hendrix Health 
Center. “Physical health is so 
simple: you get injured, you 
treat it and you’re done. Mental 
health is a much longer process 
of recovery.”
Nicole Domine is a case 
manager at Hendrix whose 
primary role is to work one-
on-one with students struggling 
with anxiety and depression. 
During her tenure, she has dealt 
with students who are afraid of 
discussing their issues.
“A majority of people hide the 
symptoms because they feel like 
they are seen as weak,” Domine 
said. “Society doesn’t blame you 
when you have a physical injury; 
when it’s mental, you’re treated 
differently.”
For Chan, these fears clouded 
her judgment, forcing her to 
turn to self-
harm instead of 
support.
“I was 
trapped in my 
own box,” Chan 
said. “I wanted 
to escape, but 
didn’t know 
how to, and 
I was too 
worried that my 
problems might 
worry others to 
ask for help.”
Chan believes 
that this was 
also the reason 
Michael never 
reached out for 
help.
“When he 
was upset or mad, you never 
knew about it. I was in that 
situation and I didn’t even see 
the signs.”
Health officials say symptoms 
of depression include chronic 
sleeping, isolation and 
withdrawal.
“We call it the Eeyore 
Syndrome,” Domine said. 
“Every conversation is sad, 
every movement is slow and 
they often spend all of their free 
time alone in their room.”
The sense of loneliness 
inhibits those struggling to get 
the help they need.
“It is so common to feel like 
it’s only them who feel this way,” 
Domine said. “But in reality, 
everyone knows someone who is 
or has struggled.”
Almost one-third of college 
students reported feeling 
depressed within the last year 
according to a survey conducted 
by the American College Health 
Association. Nearly one-half of 
students said that they experienced 
overwhelming anxiety.
“It’s not a simple thing,” 
Grimm said. “There are multiple 
issues going on when people 
battle themselves. That’s why 
getting help is so important.”
For Chan, reaching out 
to friends like Michael was 
the first step on her way to 
recovery.
“I finally turned the corner,” 
Chan said. “When you step out 
of the box, you realize how big 
the world is. I was able to see 
the good in life.”
“It truly gets better,” Grimm 
said. “Once you make the first 
reach out of the darkness, 
things start falling into place.”
Nonetheless, the stigma still 
pervades, despite efforts from 
people like Pastor Warren and 
Grimm.
“The best thing we can do is 
educate people,” Grimm said. 
“We can offer support to those 
struggling in order to show 
people that it is an issue, yes, 
but the issue shouldn’t be an 
issue.”
Grimm references national 
campaigns like Out of the 
Darkness as strong social 
tools to inform the populace. 
MSUM participated in Suicide 
Awareness Day on Sept. 10, 
urging students to wear yellow 
in memory of people who have 
taken their own lives. Students 
also wore yellow bracelets and 
were able to write messages of 
hope on them.
Chan did just that, with 
Michael’s name on one side, 
and a quote Michael left behind 
in her thoughts:
“Live for today, look forward 
to tomorrow and don’t forget to 
smile.” 
MSUM students bring suicide issue to light
BY MEREDITH WATHNE 
wathneme@mnstate.edu
The MSUM men’s choir, 
Draco Voces, has been vigorously 
rehearsing a unique piece that is 
entirely their own in preparation 
for the all-choirs fall concert 
on Thursday. Director Daniel 
Mahraun commissioned a piece 
specifically for the choir titled 
“The Dragon and the Undying.” 
“It’s really important to me for 
each of the choirs to have its own 
unique identity,” Mahraun said. 
“Commissioning this piece was 
one way to bring that to the men’s 
choir, in addition to a new name.”
The men’s choir recently 
renamed themselves Draco Voces, 
which means “dragon voices” in 
Latin.
“The Dragon and the Undying” 
features the text of a early 20th-
century poem with the same name 
by Siegfried Sassoon and was 
composed by Linda Kachelmeier 
of St. Paul. Sassoon (1886-1967), 
an English poet, writer and soldier 
is known as one of the leading 
poets of World War I for his 
detailed scenes of the horrors of 
war. 
Mahraun said he chose 
Sassoon’s poem because it was 
one of the only poems that had 
dragons featured in a positive 
light. It was hard to find text about 
dragons where the dragon wasn’t 
the bad guy or getting slain.
“I’m thrilled to have worked 
with Linda Kachelmeier on this 
piece,” Mahraun said. “She’s so 
gifted in her ability to capture the 
best about the ensemble for which 
she’s writing. Plus, she’s a friend. 
She’s a founding member of The 
Rose Ensemble, with whom I sang 
for two seasons before coming to 
MSUM last year.”
The poem was written in 
1917 at the tail end of World 
War I and contains rich text 
portraying graphic images like 
“… and beats upon the dark with 
furious wings” and “… tenderly 
stooping earthward from their 
height.”  Kachelmeier composed 
the song with chromatic tones 
and a robust feel to better suit the 
male singers. 
“The rich language provided 
the basis for the heroic tonality 
and strength from the male 
voices,” Kachelmeier said. 
To match the era of the text, 
suspended cymbals and bass 
drum accompany the singers and 
imitate battlefield noises. A quote 
from the 1918 war remembrance 
hymn “O Valiant Hearts” was 
also added to the piece. 
The men’s choir will debut 
“The Dragon and the Undying” 
at the all-choirs fall concert at 
7:30 p.m. Thursday at Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepard in 
Moorhead and will feature the 
men’s choir, women’s choir and 
concert choir.  
Although the four-part number 
proved slightly difficult when 
rehearsals started, Mahraun said 
the men picked it up well and are 
excited for everyone to hear it on 
Thursday. 
Draco Voces debuts unique piece at fall concert
BEN GUMERINGER • gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
Director Daniel Mahraun leads MSUM’s concert choir in rehearsal.
Submitted courtesy from religion.blogs.cnn.com
Pastor Rick Warren, American evangelical Christian pastor and author, lost his son to suicide.
BY MADALYN LASKE
laskema@mnstate.edu 
MSUM has never been nervous to 
be unique.  Nothing has proved that 
more than the different direction of 
the intramural department this year. 
Muggle quidditch, glow-in-the-
dark dodgeball, water battleship: 
No, you are not reading a knock-
off “Harry Potter” book.  These are 
some examples of the innovative 
intramural sports MSUM offers to 
students looking to stay active in a 
unique way. 
Under new leadership this year 
Kari Peterson, intramural and club 
sports director, and her staff have 
reinvented the face of MSUM 
intramural sports.
“The cool thing about intramurals 
is students can connect with other 
people on campus: it’s a social 
interaction thing, it’s a health thing. 
They can be physically active and 
be part of a team again,” Peterson 
said. “This is an opportunity to 
bring out competitiveness or just to 
try something new.”
The MSUM intramural 
department is definitely not in 
short supply of new sports to try. 
The department is continuously 
thinking of original and different 
activities to appeal to a wide 
spectrum of students.
“Basically, our program has 
evolved into this.  We are always 
trying to come up with the next 
coolest event we could do,” 
Peterson said. “Anything just to 
give things a different twist.”
Intramural and club sports 
graduate assistant, Mara Wessel, 
is also a big reason for the new 
direction of the department.
“One thing we have learned is 
that the culture of our campus is 
so different than (other campuses), 
so what works somewhere might 
not work here,” Wessel said. “A 
lot of times we would try the 
‘mainstream’ competition…and 
students (wouldn’t come), but 
we offer capture-the-flag and 40 
people come.  So, we’ve have to 
tailor our stuff to kind of the not 
so ‘mainstream’ events, which is 
actually fun.”
The non-traditional intramural 
sports that are generating the most 
interest also take the most creativity 
to invent.  Sometimes it is as easy 
as taking an event that has already 
been done and making it glow-in-
the-dark, like volleyball.
“Anything glow-in-the-dark is 
awesome,” said Peterson.
Other times, a bit more 
inspiration is needed.
“I had to harness my inner child. 
I thought ‘What did I do when I was 
a kid?’ Well, let’s do recess games! 
Things that you say, ‘I did that as a 
kid,’ actually sparks ‘I want to do 
that!’ in college students.”
Expected sports like basketball, 
flag football, soccer and volleyball 
amongst others are also offered at 
MSUM.  Peterson is currently in the 
process of contacting North Dakota 
State’s intramural program to 
develop an extramural competition 
in the future.
“A weekend tournament where 
our intramural teams can play 
against their intramural teams 
is just something a little extra 
and special,” said Peterson. “…
that rivalry and tradition is in the 
works.”
Or if you don’t have a team 
you can sign up as a free agent 
on IMLeagues.com  and search 
Minnesota State University 
Moorhead to start your own.
BY BREANN LENZMEIER
lenzmeiebr@mnstate.edu
A hard worker, a player that will 
go the extra mile and a constant 
smile are three ways to describe 
sophomore Kaitlin VanWinkle.
VanWinkle was named the 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference defensive player of the 
week for the week of Sept. 30.
VanWinkle leads the Dragons 
in kills this year, she added 10 
more to her growing total in the 
Dragons’five set loss.
This wasn’t the first honor of the 
season for VanWinkle. She was 
named to the all-tournament team 
at both the Peggy Martin Challenge 
in Warrensburg, Mo., and at the 
Winona State tournament.
The 5-foot-11 middle blocker 
from Farmington, Minn., found her 
love of volleyball at an early age.
“I started playing when I was 
young, and I played in the Northern 
Lights volleyball club league,” 
VanWinkle said.
Head coach Tammy Blake said 
this honor shows how great of a 
blocker VanWinkle is, and she often 
blocks more than people know.
“She usually only gets credit 
for the block when it is a point, 
but she blocks a lot more,” Blake 
said. “You know when she hits it, 
it goes straight down, and it’s pretty 
exciting.”
Blake said that VanWinkle 
brings both offense and defense to 
each game and always gives 100 
percent.
“We gave her the nickname of 
‘Energizer Bunny’ because she 
jumps really well and keeps going 
and going,” Blake said.
Playing in one of the toughest 
conferences in Division II, the 
Dragons face tough competition 
night in and night out.
“There are 16 teams in our 
conference, and the toughness 
of it shows what an honor it is to 
be named defensive player of the 
week,” athletic director Doug 
Peters said.
VanWinkle is averaging 1.27 
blocks per set and has more than 65 
blocks on the season.
VanWinkle credits the entire 
team to setting up the block, and 
said it takes every player on the 
court to be in the best position.
“We have to make sure we are up 
on the right time, and that we are all 
on the same page,” she said.
Practice, weight training and 
travel time are extra factors that 
student-athletes must juggle 
between games and course work.
“It’s a huge confidence booster 
for her and the team, and it validates 
all the hard work that they put in,” 
Peters said.
The volleyball team doesn’t have 
any seniors on this year’s team, and 
VanWinkle said that if the team can 
find success this year the sky is the 
limit next year.
“We have to keep working hard 
at practice, and we have to keep 
pushing each other to be better,” 
VanWinkle said. 
VanWinkle will have the 
opportunity to add to her already 
impressive season when the 
Dragons take on Minnesota, 
Crookston and Bemidiji State this 
weekend in NSIC action.
Sports






Russe l l  &  Ann  Gerd in
VanWinkle a force at the net for the Dragon volleyball team
BEN GUMERINGER• gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
Kaitlin VanWinkle puts up a point in the Dragons matchup against No. 10 Wayne State on Friday in Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference action. VanWinkle had seven kills and two blocks in the Dragons three set loss to the Wildcats.
BEN GUMERINGER• gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
VanWinkle and teammate Annie Palmquist celebrate after earning a point for 
the Dragons. The Dragons bring a 10-5 record into this weekend’s matches.
Unique events planned for students 
through intramural department
Photo courtesy of MSUM Intramural Facebook page
Golf team swings over par in fall season
The MSUM women’s golf team finished its fall season this past weekend in the first two rounds of the 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference tournament. The Dragons finished in 11th place and were led by 
senior Kamie Roesler, who shot a two-day total of 193. The Dragons as a team shot 798 for the first two 
rounds. The tournament will conclude in the spring with the third and fourth rounds to be played in May.
“We always keep our heads up and we get along well as a team,” Roesler said.
A short season for the Dragons saw the team place third at the Bemidji State Invite with a team score 
of 380. There were three seniors, two juniors, two sophomores and one freshman on this year’s team.
Roesler said that the golf team is improving each year, that overall the team scores are getting lower 
and the team is competitive each time it takes the course.        – Breann Lenzmeier 
Sports
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In addition to meeting the donation criteria, you must 
provide a valid photo I.D., proof of your current address 
and your Social Security or immigration card to donate. 




You only need 
one reason to 
donate plasma.
My one reason?
Donate today at: 
Talecris Plasma Resources
800 Holiday Drive, Moorhead
(218) 287-2700                grifolsplasma.com
As a new donor, you can earn
up to $175 in just three donations.*
- Return donors earn $75 this week.*
- Refer a friend and receive a $50 buddy bonus.*
*Fee and bonus offers end on 9/30/13
Find out how becoming a plasma donor can make a 
difference for patients and help you earn extra money. 
Right behind the Starbucks on 8th St
BY BREANN LENZMEIER
lenzmeiebr@mnstate.edu
The Dragon volleyball team 
snapped its two-game home 
winning streak this week, as they 
dropped both matches in Northern 
Sun Intercollegiate Conference 
action.
Coming into the weekend, the 
Dragons were 10-3 overall and 
3-2 in NSIC play. Opening the 
homestead against No. 10 Wayne 
State, the Dragons couldn’t find 
the momentum to knock off the 
Wildcats.
Sophomores Morgan Gradishar 
and Kaitlin VanWinkle and junior 
Maggie Gruber led the Dragons. 
Each had seven kills in the match.
“Our ball control and our defense 
wasn’t where it needed to be to 
challenge Wayne State,” head coach 
Tammy Blake said.
The Wildcats swept the Dragons 
in the match, 25-18, 25-21, 25-20. 
The loss dropped the Dragons to 3-3 
in NSIC action.
Taking the court on Saturday, the 
Dragons looked to put an end to their 
two game losing streak and fell just 
short, losing the match in five sets.
The match went back and forth 
between MSUM and Augustana 
College before the Vikings took the 
last two sets.
The Dragons jumped out to a 
first set victory led by the strong 
play of Gradishar and junior Annie 
Palmquist. Palmquist led the way 
for the Dragons in kills with 21 and 
Gradishar turned in 20. 
The Dragons were up two sets to 
one and leading in the fourth, before 
the Vikings took the fourth set to 
force a decisive fifth set.
The Dragons led early in the fifth 
set before going back and forth with 
the Vikings. The Dragons had a 13-
11 edge in the final set before the 
Vikings went on a 4-0 run to close 
out the set and match.
“We made some critical 
mistakes at the end,” Blake said. 
“We (the coaches) reminded them 
(the players) that they need to 
communicate at the end of the 
match, so the close ones go our 
way.”
Blake said that she was happy 
to see the team bounce back on 
Saturday with a solid effort after 
dropping Friday’s game to Wayne 
State.
With the loss on Saturday, the 
Dragons fell to 10-5 overall and 3-4 
in NSIC action. 
The Dragons are back on the court 
this weekend in NSIC action as they 
look to earn two more victories in 
conference play.
Game time is 7 p.m. Friday 
against Minnesota, Crookston and  4 
p.m. Saturday against Bemidji State.
BY TURNER BLAUFUSS
blaufusstu@mnstate.edu
The MSUM football team is 
taking steps in the right direction, 
and one of the big reasons is their 
star wide receiver Adam Jiskra. 
Jiskra is known by the entire team 
as a joker with a fierce competitive 
drive and great work ethic. Jiskra is 
one of the leaders for the Dragons 
by the way he competes and his 
approach to off-the-field life.
“(Jiskra) is a guy that makes 
good choices, and in the locker 
room he keeps morale up. He leads 
by example in how hard he works 
and how competitive he is,” head 
coach Steve Laqua said. “For how 
much he jokes around and has 
great of a sense of humor,  he has a 
competitive side you can see in him, 
and that’s how he does such a great 
job at leading.”
Jiskra, a sophomore, caught the 
Dragons’ eye in high school in 
Grafton, N.D. The Grafton native 
was a three-year starter at wide 
receiver and defensive back. Jiskra 
was a better receiver, which showed 
even on defense when he hauled 
in 21 interceptions over a two-year 
span. He admitted his tackling was 
sub-par, but his ball skills kept him 
on the defense.
“I probably had more 
interceptions than tackles,” Jiskra 
said. “Our offense was a four-wide, 
so I got a lot of reps in high school 
all three years.”
His high school team threw the 
ball around, a lot like the Dragons, 
and that wasn’t the only similarity 
to Jiskra’s high school. Jiskra’s 
sophomore season was a rebuilding 
year with three wins. The program 
made steady improvement as Jiskra 
led the Spoilers to an undefeated 
state title his senior year. The young 
receiver didn’t have a problem 
going through a rebuilding process 
again, because he knows the hard 
work pays off.
“It would’ve been nice to keep 
winning because everybody loves 
winning, but I’ve been through it 
in high school, so I know what it 
takes,” Jiskra said. “We’re definitely 
on the right path, but since I’ve been 
through it I think I can help.”
Jiskras’ first year as a Dragon 
saw him shine in their offense, as 
he led the team in yards, receptions 
and touchdowns. This year his 
production has improved as he’s 
second in the conference in receiving 
yards (516) and receptions (32) 
respectively. Jiskra is also tied for 
third in receiving touchdowns, with 
five through the first five games. 
The coaching staff credits Jiskra’s 
output with a wide variety of skills 
and great competitive drive.
“The one thing he does extremely 
well is he adjusts to the ball in the 
air. His body positioning in the air 
is as good as anybody I’ve been 
around. The way he puts himself 
between him and the defender 
helps him make plays. That ability 
is natural and hard to teach,” Laqua 
said. 
“We use Adam a lot of different 
ways. He can catch the deep ball, 
the quick screen or go across 
the middle. He’s an all-around 
receiver that finds creases in zones 
and runs savvy routes in man 
coverage,” wide receivers coach 
Ross Danielson said. “He works 
hard every single day. He views 
every day as ‘did I get better or did 
I stay the same?’ If he gets better, he 
counts it as a win and if he doesn’t, 
he counts it as a loss.” 
Another factor in Jiskra’s play is 
the man tossing him the ball: Jake 
Hodge. Hodge and Jiskra have great 
chemistry on the gridiron and after 
the game, and it shows on Saturdays.
“Hodge is my roommate and one 
of my best friends. We have a pretty 
good connection on and off the field. 
I feel like he trusts me a lot, and that 
carries onto the field,” Jiskra said.
The coaching staff and the players 
all enjoy having Jiskra make the big 
catches on Saturdays and enjoy his 
sense of humor in the locker room. 
Jiskra and the Dragons hope to 
ride their momentum after their 
first win Saturday against Northern 
State. Game time is 2 p.m. on 
Saturday when they face University 
of Minnesota Duluth.
Jiskra leads by example on the field
TURNER BLAUFUSS• blaufusstu@mnstate.edu
Wide receiver Adam Jiskra hauls in a pass in the Dragon’s Homecoming game.
Volleyball team swept at home
BEN GUMERINGER• gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
Middle blocker Maggie Gruber goes for the point against Wayne State on Friday.
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Affordable Care Act 
benefits students
In the midst of the government 
shutdown, the Affordable Care Act, also 
known as Obamacare, has taken some 
of the blame.
However, don’t believe the right-
wing propaganda machine. The law 
allows millions of American citizens 
to have health care in a country where 
48 million people did not have access 
before.
For many students attending MSUM, 
the Affordable Care Act benefits their 
health care. Those up to the age of 26 
qualify for health insurance under 
their parents’ plans. This means those 
students do not have to do anything to 
have health insurance.
Those over the age of 26 or whose 
parents do not have health insurance 
should take the time to visit HealthCare.
gov and check out your new health 
insurance options. 
Yes, this law does not help every 
American have affordable health 
insurance, but one cannot expect it to be 
a catch-all system. 
Progress has been made, even if the 
House Republicans refuse to accept it. 
Advocate Editorial Board
The opinions expressed in The 
Advocate are not necessarily those of 
the college administration, faculty or 
student body. 
The Advocate encourages letters to 
the editor and any submissions. They 
should be typed and must include the 
writer’s name, signature, address, 
phone number, year in school or 
occupation and any affliations. Letters 
are due by 5 p.m. Friday and can be 
sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped off 
in The Advocate office or emailed to 
advocate@mnstate.edu.
Interested in being a columist? or a cartoonist?
The Advocate wants you! 
Contact Jessica at
 jaspersoje@mnstate.edu 
Government shutdown affects students
ANDREW THOMASON
thomasonan@mnstate.edu
The government shutdown affects 
students in a variety of ways, two in 
particular. 
The first is lack of engagement 
by adults 18 to 24 in the political 
process. The second way 
is the irresponsibility 
it demonstrates in our 
leaders. 
This is setting a poor 
example for students. 
When our elected 
leaders do not act in a manner that 
sets an example for the younger 
generations, they should be held 
accountable. They should learn that 
their actions as elected leaders do 
leave an impression on those who 
elected them.
During every election there is a 
get-out-there-and-vote rally aimed 
at students. Whether it is MTV 
or our very own Student Senate, 
there are always attempts to engage 
students in the political process. 
Turning students into voters at 
an early age will hopefully create 
life long voters. However, the 
current political situation has been 
a deterrent for young adults. 
Watching the 24-hour news cycle 
in which the two political parties 
exchange jabs is disenfranchising 
for students. They no longer see 
the effect of their vote. The action 
of them going to the poll is a waste 
because political sparring has 
resulted in no action. 
Our leaders need to know that we 
will no longer accept this situation, 
and they need to change. There is 
a chance that the opposite result 
might occur. 
Students will unite and use their 
votes to elect leaders who will act 
responsibly. They will elect leaders 
who will cross the aisle and work 
with people from the other political 
party. 
The debt ceiling crisis that is on 
the horizon highlights an important 
step for students who graduate 
college and have to pay their bills. 
Student loan debt is on the rise, 
maybe even the cause of the next 
economic collapse, so students 
have to be ready to pay back the 
large sums of money that they had 
to borrow. Students will be required 
to pay this amount back, and there 
will be very few exceptions made 
for students who cannot.
The debt ceiling debate is 
about Congress paying its bills. If 
Congress does not agree to raise the 
debt ceiling, they will not be able 
to pay their bills, and we as the 
citizens will feel the wrath through 
a downgraded credit rating for our 
nation. 
So what would happen if we as 
students decided that we were not 
able to agree on our student loans? 
Would we just simply not pay them 
back? 
W e 
w o u l d 
l o s e 
our tax 
r e f u n d , 
t h a t 
means we would lose money which 
we had earned until the debt was 
collected. No members of Congress 
will lose any money if they do not 
raise the debt ceiling.
They will just be able to say they 
took a stand for the little guy, by 
setting the example of not paying 
their bills. 
The unwritten rules of dressing
BRIAN PECK
peckbr@mnstate.edu
One day in high school, my day 
started off normal.  
I got out of bed about 20 minutes 
before school started, threw on 
some clothes, brushed my teeth and 
went out the door. Everything was 
normal, at least in my mind.  
Around second period, I noticed 
people were laughing at 
me. I had no idea why. 
Then one of my friends 
said, “Nice man, rockin’ 
the plaids and stripes, 
Brian.” 
What I did not understand 
at the time, was since the beginning 
of man, wearing plaids and stripes 
is a big no-no in fashion. So by 
means of public shaming, I learned 
to never again wear plaids and 
stripes at the same time.
This scarring experience got me 
thinking, “What the hell are these 
unwritten rules of dressing oneself? 
Who is coming up with these rules? 
I want to see this list!”  
I will admit, at age 23, I still 
struggle dressing myself in a way 
that is appealing to the public. To 
me, wearing clothes is, for the most 
part, for utility purposes only.  
My clothes keep me warm, and 
properly covered up in the places 
that people don’t always want to 
see. So what if the color scheme and 
patterns may be a little off to the 
astute dresser?  
If my sense of style is unappealing 
at times, someone explain to me 
why backless shirts are in?  I was 
downtown this weekend and I 
saw someone wearing what was 
described to me as a “Miley Cyrus 
look.” 
This girl was wearing a belly high 
shirt, and some form of overalls 
that were being pulled up too much. 
What the actual crap? 
Another “no-no” in the world of 
properly dressing oneself is wearing 
brown and black at the same time. 
On the other hand, I bought a hoodie 
once (before I knew this unwritten 
rule) that was alternating brown and 
black stripes. 
I wore it to school one day and 
my friends said, “Wow I never 
knew brown and black went so well 
together.” Yet, if I was dressing up, 
wearing brown shoes and black 
pants is another no-no. Wait, what?
Now, I know that brown and black 
go together and don’t go together. 
You can see where this leaves my 
mind exploding with confusion 
and anger. Seriously, what is the 
difference in those situations?
Sometimes, I unconsciously 
dress myself in one solid color so I 
will look like a blueberry, a poop-
green blob or an angelical person. 
This unwritten rule is one that I 
understand and have miraculously 
learned on my own.  
When I have to dress up for 
a special event, I enlist the help 
of my girlfriend to tell me if I am 
breaking any rules. I might wear 
a bright colored shirt and darker 
pants: nope.  I could be wrong on 
this next statement, because I still 
don’t understand the 
unwritten rules.  
What actually 
works, is to wear 
solid earthy tone 
shirts with solid 
colored shorts/pants. 
That looks so bland and boring. I 
don’t get it, and probably never will.
Unless, that is of course, someone 
would like to write these rules down 
somewhere for me and every other 
person struggling with this to refer 
to the next time we try to dress 
ourselves.
“When our elected leaders do not act in a 
manner that sets an example for the younger 
generations, they should be held accountable.”
“If my sense of style is unappealing 
at times, someone explain to me why 
backless shirts are in?”
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“It’s not easy to go viral, John. You 
can’t just throw a cow out of a helicopter 
and film it … going viral takes work.”
My father has always had a unique 
way of explaining things to me. This 
comment was made in reference to 
the scant number of views his blog on 
computer programming has generated. 
While I admire his imagination, I 
don’t think my father has seen many 
viral videos. They hardly ever involve 
cows (save for the “Wrecking Ball” 
video) and usually have a budget that 
precludes the possibility of a helicopter 
being used. 
A recent exception, at least concerning 
the budgetary issues, is a video called 
“Louis C.K. Hates Cell Phones.” The 
normally foul-mouthed comedian offers 
a five-minute monologue on Conan 
regarding why he won’t let his daughter 
have a smart phone. 
“I think these things are toxic,” muses 
Louis, “especially for kids. They don’t 
look at people when they talk. They 
don’t build the empathy. Kids are mean, 
and it’s ‘cause they’re trying it out.” 
“They look at a kid, and they go 
‘You’re fat,’ and they see the kid’s 
face scrunch up, and they go ‘Oh, that 
doesn’t feel good to make a person 
do that.’ But when they write ‘You’re 
fat’ (and send it in a text), they just go 
‘Mmmm, that was fun I liked that.’” 
Beyond the possibility of cyber-









is an experience which constantly 
having a phone robs us of.
“Underneath everything in your life, 
there is that thing…that empty…that 
forever empty,” Louis said.
What Louis is hitting on is the basic 
desire at the bottom of our souls, 
which we can never fill. St. Augustine 
identified this emptiness as the soul’s 
longing for God when he wrote, “You 
have made us for yourself oh Lord, and 
our hearts are restless until they rest in 
thee.” 
Though he is no Christian, Louis 
C.K. acknowledges how important it is 
to be aware of the unfulfilled desire at 
the bottom of ourselves. 
“That’s what the phones take away, 
the ability to just sit there. That’s being 
a person,” Louis said.  
In our cars, where we’re alone, that 
is when the “forever empty” comes 
into focus. We have two options, to “sit 
there and let it hit you like a truck” or 
“to (text) ‘Hi’ to 50 people.” 
Louis thinks the reason people text 
and drive is because people want to 
avoid at all costs having to face the 
desire that never goes away. 
“One hundred percent of people 
driving are texting,” he said. “And 
they’re murdering one another with 
their cars. People are willing to risk 
taking a life and ruining their own 
‘cause they don’t want to be alone for 
a second.” 
I raise the point because I think the 
same can be said about iPods and the 
need of so many people having to 
constantly distract themselves with 
music or a podcast. 
Do you really need a soundtrack to 
walk to class? Would it be so terrible to 
just listen to the sounds of campus, or 
maybe say “Hi” to someone heading the 
other direction? 
An advertisement I recently saw for 
noise canceling headphones claimed, 
“You can now have complete control 
over everything you hear.” 
Having continuous control over the 
noises one hears is perhaps the most 
efficient means of guaranteeing a 




and finding, to 
my surprise, a 
c o n v e r s a t i o n 
I had with my 
friend Steve. 
Me: “I’ve had 
two pots of coffee today.” Steve: “You 
mean two cups?” Me: “No, I mean 
two pots … Don’t you judge me.” I, of 
course, think our exchange is absolutely 
hilarious. The young lady who posted it 
seems to agree.
Just imagine if she had been wearing 
headphones, scared to face the 
unexpected noises of the world; scared 
to be alone for a second.
“Though he is no Christian, Louis C.K. 
acknowledges how important it is to be aware of 
the unfulfilled desire at the bottom of ourselves.”
Politicians gamble with American’s lives
JESSICA JASPERSON
jaspersoje@mnstate.edu
As the government shutdown 
continues, Americans continue to 
suffer and question the true role of 
politicians in this country – as if we 
haven’t been questioning all along.
Some of you may not know why 
the government shutdown occurred 
last Tuesday at midnight. Here’s your 
chance to find out.  
Congress failed to pass a budget to 
fund the government because the Tea 
Party, I mean the House Republicans, 
wanted the Senate to negotiate about 
funding the Affordable Care Act, 
commonly known as Obamacare, 
which went into effect Wednesday.
Even though the government 
shutdown would not stop the 
Affordable Care Act from being 
funded and going into effect, House 
Republicans wouldn’t budge. They 
gambled with the lives of American 
people, and they continue to gamble 
today.
The Senate did not feel the need to 
negotiate with House Republicans 
about a U.S. federal statute that was 
signed into law by President Obama 
on March 23, 2010. Good thing they 
didn’t, because about 2 million people 
went to HealthCare.gov on Tuesday 
morning to sign up for healthcare. 
More people are signing up every day.
This means the number of uninsured 
citizens, about 48 million total, will 
decrease because they will be able to 
afford health insurance and therefore, 
have access to affordable health care. 
The House Republicans repealed the 
Affordable Care Act more than 40 
times without success, which shows 
waste of time and energy on the 
American citizens’ tab.
Republicans no longer ask what they 
can do to better the lives of Americans; 
they ask what they can do to deepen 
their pockets. 
Politics in general is about making 
money. Why else do candidates spend 
billions during election season? There 
is no way middle-class John Doe or 
Jane Doe could become President of 
the United States, even if he or she has 
the greatest ideas and best solutions, 
without an adequate amount of money. 
Why are we letting these people 
have control over our country? The 
shutdown clarifies the American 
citizens’ role in the country. They are 
no longer first on politicians’ lists, 
especially the conservative House 
Republicans’ list. 
A “few” backlashes caused by 
the shutdown, include hundreds of 
thousands of federal workers being 
sent home without pay or those 
chosen to work having their paychecks 
delayed for an unclear amount of 
time. An eerie feeling hangs above the 
District of Columbia, as most shops 
and businesses have cut hours because 
the traffic of people has slowed down 
tremendously.
Thousands of children have lost Head 
Start, national parks and museums 
have been closed and more federally 
funded programs fear the future if the 
shutdown continues.
About 9 million mothers and children 
are provided nutrition from WIC, the 
Women, Infant and Children program. 
Some states say they can operate 
until the end of October, but we know 
what will happen to states that cannot 
operate until the end of October. The 
American women and children will 
suffer.
More than federal workers are 
being affected by the shutdown, while 
members of Congress still get paid for 
putting the U.S. in this mess. 
Members of the House and Senate 
currently make $174,000 a year, 
and since their salary is written into 
permanent law, they cannot be withheld 
paychecks. I’d say it’s safe to say, even 
if they weren’t getting paid during the 
shutdown, savings could cover their 
troubling times.  
If this shutdown lasts more than two 
weeks, like the shutdown in 1996 when 
Bill Clinton was wrestling with, you 
guessed it, Republicans over a budget, 
a fiscal crisis is bound to take place. 
Just when citizens saw a glimmer of 
hope in the rising economy and the 
passing of the Affordable Care Act, 
history repeated itself 18 years later 
for no good reason.
As I scanned through media 
throughout the week, the word 
“hostage” was used to express the 
tightening grip on American citizens 
the House Republicans have caused. 
On Saturday, President Obama yet 
again called for action from the 
House Republicans, to clean-cut 
the government shutdown, and stop 
holding American citizens hostage.
“The American people don’t get to 
demand ransom in exchange for doing 
their job. Neither does Congress,” 
President Obama said. “They don’t 
get to hold our democracy or our 
economy hostage over a settled law 
… That’s why I won’t pay a ransom 
in exchange for reopening the 
government. And I certainly won’t 
pay a ransom in exchange for raising 
the debt ceiling. For as reckless as a 
government shutdown is, 
an economic shutdown that 
comes with default would be 
dramatically worse.”
Predictions of how long 
the shutdown will last 
are an average of 17 days 
total. This prediction is too 
comfortably close to when 
the debt ceiling is supposed 
to be decided upon, as the U.S. is 
weighted down with $16.7 trillion of 
debt. 
I’m  hoping the shutdown ends 
sooner than later, so more American 
lives are not gambled with. The lives 
who the House Republicans have 
forgotten about, because they are 
too focused on using us as tools in a 
game they began and had no chance of 
winning.  
“Thousands of children have lost Head Start, 
national parks and museums have been closed and 
more federally funded programs fear the future if the 
shutdown continues.”
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BY JESSICA JASPERSON
jaspersoje@mnstate.edu
“I think it is the way we work,” 
Tim Erhardt, adjunct social work 
professor said. “We finish school, 
and there’s pressure to achieve the 
job or keep up with the Joneses or 
whatever. I think we lose focus on 
being in relationships with people 
and what it really means to live in a 
community.”
Erhardt uses the community as 
his classroom, where his social 
work students experience working 
with organizations in the Fargo-
Moorhead area. 
Three main projects encompass 
Erhardt’s course curriculum. 
All three involve choosing an 
underrepresented group in the 
community in order to help spread 
awareness and educate others about 
the group. 
Erhardt thinks it’s important for 
all students to continue helping 
underrepresented groups in the 
community, even after they graduate 
and work in their chosen fields. 
“As social workers we have a 
responsibility to not just work in the 
job that we have,” he said. “I see it 
more as an overall responsibility to 
be a worker for social justice, and if 
that doesn’t completely line up with 
what you’re doing, you still have a 
responsibility.”
Erhardt and his wife developed 
an international nonprofit called the 
Jua Project in Kitale, Kenya. The 
nonprofit creates jobs for single 
women by teaching them how to 
create jewelry out of recyclable 
materials. 
The jewelry is sold in the U.S., 
which creates a weekly paycheck 
for the women to help them break 
the chains of extreme poverty. A 
group of students are working with 
the Jua Project.
“It’s been really nice to have 
people who are motivated and 
passionate and excited to do things,” 
Erhardt said. “I think students are 
representing the university really 
well.”
Erhardt assigned a punk rock 
band to each group of students to 
research the issue they advocated 
for. Joel Kromer, Jess Long, Cassie 
Webster and Jo-Wei Kao are senior 
social work majors who were 
assigned the Dead Kennedys, a 
band formed in San Francisco in 
1978. 
From this band, the group decided 
to advocate for the homeless youth 
in the F-M area.
“The community has really 
stigmatized homeless youth by 
thinking that they either have done 
something wrong to be on their own, 
that they should be with their family, 
that they are degenerates - it’s never 
a positive thing,” Long said. “The 
problem with that is the community 
won’t get involved raising funds for 
shelters or anything.”
On Thursday, this group of 
students will be at a table on the first 
floor of the Comstock Memorial 
Union, aiming to spread awareness 
about the homeless youth issue. 
They urge people to stop by and 
learn more about the issue and ways 
to get involved.
“It’s easily overlooked,” Kromer 
said. “When organizations talk 
about homelessness, you don’t 
even assume that there is children 
without housing.” 
“I was surprised when I found out 
there was nothing for them,” Long 
said. “That’s sad.”
The group of students explained 
the community does not see a shelter 
for homeless youth as a big need in 
the community, because they want 
the nuclear family to be a norm. 
However, the community should 
know the nuclear family is no 
longer the norm, and factors such as 
drug, physical or emotional abuse 
by family members or others can 
cause a child to run from home and, 
therefore, need shelter.
Kromer read from a study done 
by Wilder about homelessness in 
Fargo and Moorhead. 
“From 2000 to 2012 the homeless 
children in Fargo increased from 
46 to 98, and in Moorhead it’s 
increased from 18 to 53,” he said. 
“But the number of unaccompanied 
minors are much smaller. An 
unaccompanied minor under 18, 
there were six in Fargo and 13 in 
Moorhead.”
Even though the numbers are 
small, this still leaves an average of 
19 children without a place to go. 
The community can assume there 
are more homeless unaccompanied 
minors in the area who are 
unaccounted for; many who may 
be finding places to stay through 
Couchsurfing, Craigslist or the 
streets. 
This group of students have 
positive reviews when discussing 
Erhardt’s class and the opportunities 
they’ve had so far to help the 
community.
“Tim’s class is really different 
than the other classes,” Kromer said. 
“This is like the first class where 
we’ve had to go into the community 
and just do projects. It’s a hands-on 
class. It’s a true practice class.”
“(Other) classes don’t prepare 
us for when we go out in the real 
world, and we have to deal with 
these things. We’re like, ‘woah, 
we just sat in a class and did some 
tests.’ ” Long said. “He wants you 
to actually go out there and make a 
difference.”
BEN GUMERINGER • gumeringbe@mnstate.edu
Social work students plan community outreach efforts Thursday night in Lommen. Adjunct social work professor Tim 
Erhardt’s class focuses on increasing awareness of homeless youth in the Fargo-Moorhead area. 
Social work students focus on youth homelessness
BY MARIE VEILLETTE
veillettma@mnstate.edu
The faculty and staff of MSUM are extremely important 
to making the school and students successful. Through 
their jobs, they help the university provide each student 
with what they came to college to achieve. Some faculty 
and staff take this dedication to the next level by providing 
not only their services, but also their monetary support. 
Formerly known as the Campus Campaign, Support 
Our Students is a program aimed at MSUM faculty and 
staff, including retired members. Through this program, 
they are given the opportunity to donate a part of their 
paycheck each pay period or give a timed donation 
through credit or debit card. 
Anna Miller, director of annual giving for the MSUM 
Alumni Foundation said there was 29 percent participation 
from possible donors last year, with the average donation 
per pay period being $5. Even though it doesn’t seem like 
much, that small donation adds up to about $130 annually. 
Just from this campaign alone, Miller said the foundation 
raised $226,000 in 2012.
This is good news for students, considering these 
donations go directly to them. While donors have the 
ability to choose where they would like their money to 
go, most decide to give to scholarships. The primary 
need scholarships are the most popular, giving money to 
students who would otherwise be unable to afford college 
tuition. 
Other options for donation include giving department 
specific discretionary funds. Miller said this is also a 
common choice because “professors see the need in 
their own departments.” These donations often supply 
departments with new equipment or help fund certain 
student projects. 
The Alumni Foundation has hosted the program for 
over 10 years. Almost 10,000 students have been the 
recipients of scholarships over the last 15 years, thanks to 
donations taken in by the foundation. Last year it provided 
more than 500 students with scholarships.
The Support Our Students program has undergone 
some changes recently. Besides the name, the timing of 
the program has been moved from starting in the spring to 
starting right away in the fall. Miller said this change was 
put in place to “make the program a priority” and get the 
available donors thinking about giving right away in the 
school year. Moving the program forward and aligning it 
with the academic year seems to have been a good move, 
as both participation and the amount of money taken in 
has increased. 
Another major change has been the switch to payroll 
deductions as the main way of receiving donations. There 
has also been an addition of available places for faculty 
and staff to allocate their money. 
Though the Support Our Students program is only 
open to past and present faculty and staff, there are other 
campaigns throughout the year for others wishing to 
donate.  
“The campaign is the time when we are actively 
soliciting gifts, but people make gifts throughout the year,” 
Miller said.
At the beginning of each school year, the faculty and 
staff are sent a packet with a brochure about Support Our 
Students, as well as a letter outlining their past donation 
history. Along with this reminder to continue or start 
donating, the program is advertised in the “Dragon 
Digest.” Direct emails are sent to the faculty and staff as 
well. A spring recognition banquet is held to thank those 
who participated over the year in any giving program 
through the Alumni Foundation, not just Support Our 
Students.
Anyone with questions or wanting to donate should go 
to the program’s website: mnstate.edu/alumni/sos. 
Faculty, staff donate money 
to fall fundraising campaign KRISTIN MILLERmillerkr@mnstate.edu
MSUM students are finding 
success after graduation. A survey 
released by the university for the 
2010-11 graduating class reveals that 
Dragon alumni are going on to find 
careers in their field and furthering 
their education. 
Of the 1,503 graduates, 1,290 
were available for evaluation. The 
survey found that 
857 are employed 
full or part time 
in fields relating 
to their degree. 
Additionally, 79 
graduates are 
employed in fields 
unrelated to their 
degrees.
The survey 
also showed that 
graduates are 
staying in the area. The top ten 
companies by number of graduates 
hired are all in Fargo, Moorhead and 
surrounding communities. These 
employers include Sanford Health, 
US Bank and Fargo, Moorhead and 
West Fargo public schools. 
“The economic climate in Fargo-
Moorhead is very positive,” said 
Sarah Miller, director of MSUM’s 
Career Development Center.
Commenting on the trend. She 
added that our area is “very rich in 
opportunity” for new grads.
Additionally, 243 graduates 
reported they were continuing their 
education. MSUM led the way in 
number of students pursuing graduate 
degrees with 83. North Dakota State 
University, University of North 
Dakota, University of Minnesota-
Twin Cities and University of Mary 
rounded out the top five.
No respondents to the survey were 
reported as available for work but 
unemployed, but 111 grads reported 
they were unemployed but not 
available for employment.
The remaining 213 students were 
listed as status unknown.
For current students looking 
ahead, the Career Development 
Center, located in Flora Frick 151, 
can be used as an excellent resource 
for job searches, help with resumes 
and interviewing. 
“We want to see students come 
in early,” Miller said. The fall of 
senior year is the time frame she 
recommends for post-grad job 
placement, adding, “The sooner the 
better.”
Walk-in appointments with trained 
student advisors are available in 
the office, as well as scheduled 
appointments with staff. 
More information and a link to the 
DragonJobs page, which features full 
and part-time employment as well 
as internships, can be found on the 
Career Development Center’s page 
on the MSUM website.
Survey: Grads find jobs
Graphic by Kristin Miller
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Turtle Lake cabin more often – “you can live 
forever doing that,” Langseth said.
The retired senator said he tried to devote 
about 30 percent of each bonding bill, which 
typically are passed every other year and 
authorize between a half-billion to a billion 
dollars in projects, to college and university 
construction projects. Quarreling frequently 
with then-Gov. Tim Pawlenty and the Minnesota 
House, Langseth aimed to spread the funding 
love around, he said.
“I’m fair to the whole state, but I’m just a 
little bit fairer to my part of the state.”
MnSCU vice chancellor for advancement 
Mike Dougherty rattled off a long list of projects 
Langseth supported in all corners of Minnesota. 
“(Langseth) balanced the wide variety 
of pressing needs for capital investment,” 
Dougherty said. “His support has had a 
tremendous impact on the quality of our 
education statewide.”
For Langseth, it wasn’t about the buildings, 
Dougherty said. “It was about the people whose 
lives would be changed as a result of what was 
happening in those buildings.”
Langseth said he strived to avoid partisanship 
while writing the bonding bill, choosing projects 
based on what MnSCU and the University of 
Minnesota said they needed, rather than political 
concerns.
“I really honored (higher education 
professional’s) requests,” he said. “I figure they 
knew a heck of a lot more about their priorities 
than I did.” 
MnSCU tended to take care of the politics 
well enough with their requests: “Every campus 
got something,” Langseth said.
Langseth made “higher education as 
nonpartisan as it could be” and was widely 
respected on both sides of the aisle, said Sen. 
Dave Senjem, R-Rochester, a bonding committee 
colleague and another former majority leader. 
“We’re good friends,” Senjem said. “It 
transcends any partisan differences we may 
have had.”
The healthy relationship with Senjem 
produced tangible results when the DFL lost the 
majority in the senate in 2010 and Langseth lost 
his chairmanship. Despite being in the minority, 
the Red River Valley received a big chunk of $80 
million in bonding money for flood protection.
Sen. Kent Eken, DFL-Twin Valley, who has 
known Langseth since childhood and replaced 
him in the senate this session, said the elder 
statesman “left huge shoes to fill.”
“You look up and down the valley, Keith’s 
fingerprints are everywhere,” Eken said. “I hope 
to continue his model of leadership and public 
service.
“It’s quite fitting that at least one building be 
named after (him). There could be many.”
On Feb. 19, the MSUM Faculty Association 
endorsed naming a building after the senator. 
“We did not endorse naming that building as 
Langseth Hall, but we did not object either,” 
wrote Faculty Association president Ted Gracyk, 
chairman of the philosophy department, in an 
email.
Science faculty generally agreed that 
Langseth should be honored on campus, but 
many “thought it would make a lot of sense” to 
name the Science Laboratory Building after the 
late Judy Strong, an MSUM administrator and 
one-time science dean who left her estate to the 
university or, per common practice, after former 
president Roland Barden, a former science 
professor, said astronomy professor Matthew 
Craig, a participant in the discussions. 
A proposal to name the largest lecture hall in 
the renamed building Barden Auditorium is in 
the consultation stages, Szymanski said.
She said the university has moved out of 
its growth phase, so there will likely be few 
buildings to name over the next few decades, 
whether it be after Barden, herself or future 
presidents. The only one left to name, Szymanski 
said, is the Center for Business – and that’s 
reserved for a major donor.
Langseth said he’s humbled to receive an 
honorary degree and have a building named for 
him, but the man who’s rubbed shoulders with 
governors and senators for almost four decades 
insists he’s just a regular guy.
“A lot of people asked what it’s like to be a 
senator,” Langseth said. “I don’t think I’m that 
much different than I was before I went to the 
legislature. I’m still pitching manure.”
Chancellor drops by campus 
MnSCU chancellor Steven Rosenstone takes questions at the CMU Tuesday morning. He asked students what they would like to see in retiring MSUM president Edna Szymanski’s replacement. “I am committed to having an 
extraordinary new president,” Rosenstone said. A search advisory committee is in the process of being formed.
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Online fee spent 
in variety of ways
KAYLA VAN EPS
vanepsday@mnstate.edu
We’ve all heard the commercials: 
‘Take classes in the comfort of your 
own home in your pajamas, on your 
own schedule.” 
The offering of online classes 
appeals to many students who 
have increasingly hectic schedules 
juggling classes, work and extra-
curricular activities. Students find 
online classes offer more flexibility to 
an already-full schedule. 
But with greater flexibility comes a 
greater price. 
Online classes typically cost more 
to take than in-classroom classes. 
At MSUM, students are charged an 
additional $55 per credit in any class 
they take online. At a private college, 
the prices may be as much as three 
times higher than MSUM’s. Where 
do those fees go?
Jean Hollaar, the associate 
vice-president of finance and 
administration, explains that the 
fees charged for online classes are 
assessed for the extra technology and 
support that online classes require. 
They pay for the hosting and running 
of Desire 2 Learn, MnSCU’s online 
class website, as well as paying the 
staff that keep the website running 
and assist professors who need help 
getting their classes online. 
An advantage to those students 
who take only online classes is that 
they are not charged the student 
activity fees that on-campus students 
are charged. The student activity fee 
is also charged on a per-credit basis 
up to 11 credits, Hollaar said. 
“After 11 credits, the student is 
assessed a banded fee,” Hollaar said. 
“They are charged $3,449.00 for 12-
19 credits.” 
According to the business office 
website, the difference in charges 
from 11 credits, which costs 
$2,446.73, to the $3,449.00 tag 
on the banded 12-19 credit price 
is $1002.27, while a single credit 
costs $224.43. The online fees are 
assessed as an additional charge per 
the amount of credits taken no matter 
how many credits of online classes a 
student takes.  
“Part of that $55 fee goes to 
the MnSCU system also, as an 
assessment fee,” Hollaar said. “So 
really, $50.50 stays on campus and 
$4.50 of each online credit fee goes 
to MnSCU.”
During the last fiscal year, students 
at MSUM took 27,938 online credits. 
Charged at $55 per credit, the online 
charges to students totaled over $1.5 
million, but total expenses, including 
salaries, software fees, travel and 
indirect support total only a little over 
$1 million. 
Denise Gorsline, vice president 
of academic planning, said that the 
money in the online account, which 
comes from the online class fee, can 
only be used for online-class related 
expenses. Those expenses include 
programming, training and support 
to faculty who are developing and 
maintaining online classes. 
“I’ve heard Jean Hollaar refer to 
it as fenced-in funds, meaning the 
money can only be spent on specific 
things,” Gorsline said.
Gorsline is happy to see students 
asking about fees and where their 
money goes. She said the excess 
of around $500,000 that the online 
account has right now should be seen 
as a temporary condition and should 
be looked at as a good thing. 
The school is looking into 
providing more online classes and 
hiring an online director to assess and 
oversee all online classes. 
“If you think about it like it is the 
IT Department, there are things that 
you don’t have to buy every year, like 
new computers,” Gorsline said. “But 
in year four, they need that money 
they saved for the last four years to 
go toward a large expense. That is 
where the online classes are heading 
right now.” 
Over the summer, a large group 
of professors were sent to a D2L 
conference. The money used to pay 
for the conference came from the 
online class fee account.
In addition to sending professors 
to the D2L conference, the online 
fees also went to supporting 40-50 
professors in putting their classes 
online or make their online classes 
ADA compliant for this year.
Gorsline said that, from an 
academic standpoint, a lot more goes 
into creating online classes than what 
meets the eye. If an online class has 
video in it, no matter if it is a video 
recorded by the professor or a link to 
another video, ADA standards require 
that video have closed captioning or a 
transcription needs to be provided. 
Also, students who are visually 
impaired who use screen readers need 
all documents in a specific format or 
the document cannot be read by the 
screen reader. This, and many other 
ADA compliancy issues are handled 
by professors and support staff. 
“Any time a professor has an issue 
with putting a class online, whether it 
is embedding videos or getting items 
uploaded and linked, the staff that is 
trained in working with our online 
programs are paid from the online 
tuition fee fund,” Gorsline said. 
She said that when the programs 
are done well, students don’t realize 
how much behind-the-scenes work 
goes into creating the classes. 
One of the big expenses that the 
excess money will be used for is 
hiring a director to oversee the online 
classes. 
Gorsline said that the university 
is in the very early stages of the 
process right now. Human resources 
is completing a compensation 
evaluation on a local level, and then 
MnSCU will complete an evaluation 
over all the MnSCU colleges before 
the position will be open. Once the 
position is open, the college will 
“aggressively pursue a candidate.” 
Leading up to the decision to hire 
an online director, Gorsline said the 
college had to consider if it is worth 
it to pursue a greater online presence.
“The real question is; ‘Can we 
increase our enrollment through 
offering online classes?’” Gorsline 
said. “We have wrestled with the 
question ‘What do we want?’ and 
rather than just hire somebody to hire 
somebody, we waited. But it’s time to 
move ahead now.”
The director of online classes will 
evaluate the demand for an online 
class and take into consideration if 
the demand is all here on campus or 
if it will draw in new students. They 
will also look at how new online 
classes fit into program growth.
“They will ask the big question, 
‘Is it going to bring us new students?’ 
Because that needs to be one of our 
ultimate goals,” Gorsline said. 
She said it is great that online 
classes help already-enrolled students 
manage their schedules, but before 
we start offering more courses online, 
an evaluation of the classes needs 
to happen to ensure that money and 
time are being spent efficiently.
BRYCE HAUGEN • haugenbr@mnstate.edu
Former Sen. Keith Langseth takes a break from pitching 
manure at his farm south of Glyndon.
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space that is made transparent, so 
students can see all the activity in 
the space and creating opportunities 
for unexpected and impulsive 
interaction. 
This is expected to create 
opportunities for networking, 
connections and collaborations in 
some of our cultural and diverse 
groups. In this co-located concept, 
we become a neighborhood 
and create an exciting place to 
encourage students to get involved 
in organizations and groups on 
campus.  
“What we want to do is take what 
we designed in the pre-design and 
build upon that,” Anderson said.
“In the pre-design, its concepts 
are not final,” Anderson said. “What 
happens in the spring is we start to 
look at what it will actually look 
like.” 
For about 10 years, MSUM has 
been setting aside some additional 
funds to help build towards CMU’s 
redesign project. 
MSUM could afford an $8.5 
million project based on the 
revenue from the CMU and the 
student fees that are charged. There 
is little over $4 million saved in 
the repair and rehabilitation fund; 
it’s kind of like a savings account 
Anderson said. Extra money has 
been deposited into the building 
fund for the redesign project of the 
CMU. Before beginning the bidding 
process, MSUM should have little 
over $4.5 million saved. This $4.5 
million saved will help towards the 
$8.5 million project.
“We have half of the cost saved, 
and half of it we get through a 
bond,” Anderson said. “We have 
no concerns in reaching that last 
amount.”
After the total $4.5 million is 
reached, the revenue fund bond 
process begins – it’s compared to 
taking out a loan for a house. An 
additional $4 million dollar bond 
will be required.  
Students today are helping to 
support this big project. If they 
graduate in December or May, they 
will not see the project, but they are 
helping to pay it forward. 
Students fees are a little bit 
higher; they are going toward the 
fund so MSUM can achieve this 
project in the future.
“We have been trying to buy 
down the cost of the mortgage 
payments because we could not 
afford $8.5 million mortgage 
payments,” Anderson said. “We just 
don’t make enough revenue, but we 
could afford $4 million mortgage 
payments.”
The CMU project is in its final 
stages of approval to move forward 
with the process. On Oct. 16, the 
complete document of the predesign 
is presented to the system office. If 
granted approval to move forward, 
the plan at that time is to release 
RFP (request for proposal) for 
architectural services this fall. An 
architectural firm is then hired in 
spring 2014. A group of students 
will come in a review the design 
process. Finally, the process will 
begin and have much student 
involvement. 
“The Student Senate has been 
involved in the project since the 
very beginning,” Kevin Struxness, 
Student Senate president, said. 
“Any changes, such as in the budget 
or pre-design, gets presented to us.” 
The official design process is 
predicted to be completed in fall 
2014.  
“The bond that we are 
participating in, the revenue fund 
bond, states that we can’t actually 
go out to bid that project ‘til those 
bonds are sold,” Anderson said. 
“When have that money - the saved 
$4.5 million and the $4 million 
from the February and March of 
2015 bond sale — then we can go 
out and bid, and hopefully have 
some successful bidders. Then we 
can start construction in the spring 
of 2015.”
Anderson said that this is the 
first big significant step that we 
have to clear the system office 
hurdle of approval. Once approved, 
everything starts to fall into place. 
“We hire an architect firm, go 
through the design to actually plan 
what we want to be built, and that 
takes about a year,” Anderson said. 




Since the decision was made at the 
Army Department level, it will be 
difficult to reverse, Preister said.
“I’m in the Army – I do what I’m 
told, and I’ve received an order to 
close the program,” he said. “And 
so I am progressing under the 
assumption that the program will 
be closed.” 
Dave Bellefeuille, director of 
higher education veterans programs 
for the Minnesota Department 
of Veterans Affairs, provided 
a statement Friday on behalf of 
Commissioner Larry Shellito, a 
retired major general and MSUM 
alumnus: “The Commissioner of 
Minnesota Department of Veterans 
Affairs is sad to hear that the 
long-standing Tri-College ROTC 
program will be terminated. 
ROTC is an important stepping-
stone for our young men and 
women to obtain higher education 
and become leaders in the armed 
forces. The impact of one closure 
will be felt through the three 
institutions and many future ROTC 
candidates. The Commissioner 
urges individuals to contact their 
local federal representatives.”
In a statement, North Dakota 
Democratic Sen. Heidi Heitkamp 
lauded the Bison Battalion and 
vowed to “work with North 
Dakota and Minnesota senators 
to push back on this decision, 
and make sure the Army is aware 
of the unique challenges ROTC 
programs in rural communities like 
North Dakota face, which make 
it more difficult to hit national 
standards.”
“The program particularly helps 
low-income students afford a 
college education through military 
service,” Heitkamp said. “It’s 
disappointing the Army decided to 
cut this program.”
Cadets learned of the decision 
Thursday night and said they were 
surprised that their program, noted 
for having a high percentage of 
cadets ranked in the top 20 percent 
in the nations, was on the list. 
“We’re kind of in shock right 
now,” said MSUM criminal justice 
junior and Bison Battalion cadet 
Cody Holte. “We’re not exactly 
sure what to think.”
Fellow cadet, MSUM criminal 
Justice senior Justin Johnson, 
said it doesn’t make sense that 
the NDSU program was targeted 
since the Army’s force reduction 
is trying to focus on maintaining 
quality.
“That is what hurt when they 
decided to close NDSU,” he said, 
“because there are schools around 
that nation that aren’t closing that 
we totally outperform.”
The pre-design floorplan for the main level in the CMU.
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